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REMARKS 

The present application was filed on October 3, 2003, with claims 1 
through 13. Claims 1 through 13 are presently pending in the above-identified patent 
application. 

5 In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-13 under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 102(e) as being anticipated by Menard et al. (United States Publication Number 

2002/0169539). 

Independent Claims 1. 7 and 10 

Independent claims 1, 7, and 10 were rejected imder 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
10 being anticipated by Menard et al. Regarding claim 1, the Examiner asserts that Menard 
discloses one or more memories (sec. 0089, 0116) that store a set of position points 
defining assigned locations within one or more physical areas (sec. 0110, 0113, 0141); a 

communication interface (FIGS. 13 and 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc.) for communicating 
with one or more signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; FIGS. 12 and 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, 

15 etc), wherein each of said one or more signal sources is located at one of the assigned 
locations (sec. 0110, 0113, 0114, 0119) proximate to the position detection device (300; 
FIGS. 13 and 14), each of the signal sources comprising at least one wireless 
identification tag (sec. 0110, 0113, 0114, 0116, etc.) that is stimulated by at least one 
signal sent fi-om the commimication interface (FIGS. 13 and 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc.) 

20 and that returns the information to the communication interface; a path process (sec. 
0110, 0113, 0137, 0141) that defines one or more paths connecting one or more of the 
position points in response to a user query (sec. 0078, 0083, 0084), the path process 
fiirther accessing the information from one or more of the signal sources to determine a 
progress of the position detection device (300; 0110, 0111, 0113, 0141), through the 

25 physical area as defined by the path (sees. 01 10, 0113, 0137, 0141). 

As noted above, the Examiner asserts that Menard discloses one or more 
memories (sec. 0089. 0116) that store a set of position points defining assigned locations 
within one or more physical areas (sec. 0110, 0113, 0141). In the text cited by the 
Examiner, Menard teaches, for example, a "user selected landmark." Applicants, 

30 however, find no disclosure or suggestion of storing a set of position points defining 
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assigned locations . 

Applicants also note that the Examiner equates the signal sources of the 
cited claims with mobile devices lOOE, lOOF of Menard and therefore asserts that mobile 
devices lOOE, lOOF are located at one of the assigned locations. While Menard may 
5 teach that the mobile device is at a fixed location, Menard does not disclose or suggest 
that the mobile devices are located at assisned locations defined by a set of position 
points connected by one or more patfis . Moreover, the Examiner does not allege that 
Menard discloses that each of the signal sources have information about its assigned 
location, and Applicants find no disclosure or suggestion that Menard discloses this 
10 feature. 

Regarding the Examiner's assertion that Menard discloses a path process, 
Applicants find no disclosure or suggestion in Menard of defining one or more paths 
connecting one or more of the position points, find no disclosure or suggestion of 
defining one or more paths connecting one or more of the position points in response to a 
15 user query , and find no disclosure or suggestion that the path process determines a 
progress of the position detection device through the physical area as defined by the 
path . 

Thus, Menard does not disclose or suggest storing a set of position points 
defining assigned locations within one or more physical areas, does not disclose or 
20 suggest wherein each of said one or more signal sources is located at one of the assigned 
locations, and does not disclose or suggest a path process that defines one or more paths 
connecting one or more of the position points in response to a user query locations, the 
path process fiuther accessing the information fi-om one or more of the signal sources to 
determine a progress of the position detection device, through the physical area as 
25 defined by the path. 

Dependent Claims 2-6. 8-9 and 11-13 

Claims 2-6, 8-9 and 11-13 are dependent on independent claims 1, 7, and 
10, and are therefore patentably distinguished over Menard et al. because of their 
dependency fi-om independent claims 1, 7, and 10 for the reasons set forth above, as well 
30 as other elements these claims add in combination to their base claim. 
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Conclusion 



All of the pending claims, i.e., claims 1-13, are in condition for allowance 



and such favorable action is earnestly solicited. 

If any outstanding issues remain, or if the Examiner has any further 
5 suggestions for expediting allowance of this application, the Examiner is invited to 
contact the undersigned at the telephone number indicated below. 

The Examiner's attention to this matter is appreciated. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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Date: July 18,2008 



Kevin M. Mason 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 36,597 
Ryan, Mason & Lewis, LLP 
1300 Post Road, Suite 205 
Fairfield, CT 06824 
(203) 255-6560 
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